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DESCRIPTION (OF A PLACE, PERSON OR EVENT)

EXAM TIPS

USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES » 33

1 The person, place or event you describe can be real or

imaginary. The advantage of choosing a real subject
is that you do not have to imagine it (or him/her).
_The advantage of writing about an imaginary subject
is that you can give it characteristics which will allow
you to show off the sophisticated vocabulary you
know.
2 The rubric may tell you to focus on a specific aspect
of the place, person or event described, e.g.: Describe
_ a teacher you admire for his or her ability to interest
students in his/her subject and for his/her approach
to young people’s problems. Remember to take this
aspect into account in your description.
3 Your description should have a clear structure. This
might be for example:
a first a general impression, then the details;
b a mistaken first impression followed by a revised,
more accurate view of the person or place;

examrASK

sensessasevcas

¢ what the person or place looked like in the past
and what he/she/it looks like now;
d chronological order in describing an event.

The style of the description should be consistent.

When describing a place it is worth concentrating on
what is special about it, especially if a specific aspect
is required by the rubric.

When describing a person do not list all the possible
physical characteristics. It is better to concentrate on
a few characteristic features, especially those which
say something about his or her personality, e.g. the
smile. When describing personality traits, remember
to illustrate each one with an example of the person’s
behaviour. The topic may suggest the characteristics
you will focus on. , ,
A description of an event will be livelier and more
interesting if it contains colours, smells, sounds and
feelings.

Describe a person your negative first impression of whom was wrong.

I remember how | first saw him. We were gathered in the big hall for some school event,
and he was taller than everyone there. ‘Who's that?’ | asked my friend Miriam.
‘Don’t you know him? That’s Chris, captain of the football team.

He certainly looked like a footballer. Tall, muscular, with close-cropped hair, wearing
some sort of sports outfit and trainers. Primitive macho, | thought, not my kind of
person at all. Probably arrogant as well.

| couldn’t have been more wrong, as | soon discovered. He was talking to his friend -
about the latest match, | assumed, until | heard him mention the name of a little-known
poet whom I was also reading. That’s how | found out Chris is intelligent and well-read.
Not only are his academic results outstanding, but he’s also seriously into literature
and cinema, and his conversation is fascinating.

Despite all his sporting and intellectual achievements, he’s appealingly modest.
Everything | know about those successes I've learned from other people, because he
doesn’t talk about them.

Most importantly, he’s a gentle, considerate person, always careful not to hurt
anyone’s feelings. Thanks to his tact and mediating skills there are very few conflicts in
the football team.

By getting to know Chris better, by talking to him and observing his interactions
with people I've learned that my first impression of him was entirely mistaken. I'm
glad I've had the opportunity to realise that and to gain such a wonderful friend.

@ Underline in the text:
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a three characteristics the writer ascribed to Chris based on her first impression,

b five of Chris’s true characteristics backed up with examples,
c phrases and sentences which refer to the first, false impression.

Which of the structures a—d described in tip 3 does the description follow?

"": INTRODUCTION: INFORMATION
: ABOUT THE PERSON BEING
. DESCRIBED (NAME, FUNCTION,
: HOW YOU KNOW THEM)

"""t FIRST IMPRESSION: PHYSICAL
¢ APPEARANCE, FIRST OPINION
. (NEGATIVE AND FALSE)

i TRANSITION FROM THE FALSE

: FIRST IMPRESSION TO THE

i TRUE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
: PERSON BEING DESCRIBED

: PERSONALITY -
i CHARACTERISTICS SUPPORTED
: BY EXAMPLES

: CONCLUSION: ALTERED
: (POSITIVE) OPINION WITH
: JUSTIFICATION
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REVIEW

EXAM TIPS
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1 At the beginning, provide the basic information
about the work you are reviewing, such as the title
and the author’s name, the genre, perhaps the awards
it has won.

2 A common error in writing a review is to summarise
the entire plot of a book or film. This has two effects:
firstly, it makes the review boring and secondly, there

is not enough space to analyse and evaluate the work.

The plot summary should be concise and should
never reveal the ending. It should be written in the
Present Simple tense.

EXAMTASK

sesescscvas

3 Analyse and evaluate various aspects of the work,
for example the plot, the characters, the acting, the
directing, the moral dimension. Notice whether the
rubric requires you to focus on a particular aspect.

4 To get high marks, you should use some vocabulary
appropriate to the art form you are writing about.
If you do not know any, it may be better to choose
a different topic.

5 The style of the review may be more or less formal
depending on the reader you are writing for, but it
should be consistent.

0 Write a review of a film which combines interesting action with the presentation of some element of the culture

of an English-speaking country.

Inside Man by Spike Lee

Inside Man is a thriller, which is perhaps surprising from Spike Lee, a director known for

more serious films depicting the experiences of African Americans. However, this ~ : INTRODUCTION: BASIC FACTS

first attempt at cinema as entertainment is a great success, and an attentive viewer will

also discover in it a wealth of cultural background.

The movie tells the story of a bank robbery. Masked attackers hold up a bank in
Manbhattan, taking all the staff and customers hostage. Detective Keith Frazier, brilliantly

~ : ABOUT THE FILM

¢ PLOT SUMMARY, WRITTEN IN

played by Denzel Washington, negotiates with the robbers, while at the same time i THE PRESENT SIMPLE

trying to work out what they are really up to. The director guides us through a maze of

confusing clues to a surprise ending.

The film is exciting, with fast action and many unexpected twists and turns. Denzel

: ANALYSIS AND ASSESSMENT

Washington gives a spectacular performance, as do Clive Owen as the leader of the gang : OF VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE

and all of the supporting cast.

: FILM, USING VOCABULARY
: APPROPRIATE TO THIS GENRE

But in addition to being a first-rate thriller, the movie offers a picture of life in New York.
Apart from beautiful shots of Manhattan, the viewer sees a gallery of minor characters of
many races, nationalities and languages. Their interactions, whether marked by prejudice,
resentment, tolerance, or friendship, give a real sense of both the tensions and the
richness of life in the most cosmopolitan city on Earth.

I sincerely recommend this movie to everyone who likes a good and not necessarily brutal
thriller, but also to those interested in getting an insight into life in multicultural New York.

~ : CULTURAL CONTENT

CONCLUSION:
RECOMMENDATION

0 Read the sample review and underline the sentences in which the writer refers to the aspects of the film
required by the exam task: a) interesting action, b) an element of the culture of an English-speaking country.

e Underline the phrases used to analyse and assess the following aspects of the film: the plot, the acting,

the cinematography, the educational value.

27






















